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- YERDUN FIGHT IN
“ AIR AND IN TRENCH

. _———— -

. American Writer Tells of
Thrilling Battle Seen From
French Lines,

—

EN AIR COMBAT

.

" DESCRIB

>

*8aw American Aviators Per-
form Wonderful Feats

in Clouds.

2 Frederick H. Allen, retived lawyer and
« "Mow Ireaawrer of the American commif-

wife
deanr

and ihree daughters, from

sithe fAghting at Verdun, and beeanae of
dia personal friendship with President

¢ Poincare and Premier Briand, which en-
v abled him to get apecial permission (0
¢ wyemain in (he irenches while the engage-
wementa were actually in progress, e prob-
+ ably saw more of Verdun than any other
neulral Hving., MHis son, Julian, 15 years
~wld, to a driver for the American Ambu-
«w-lanee Corpa, and has been on duty in the
- Werdun region for the past three months,

]lltlnn!. The atmosphers was a bit Im:\‘,l

sofee of the Infernatfonal Reconstruction | yeq o with all this pundemonium,

League, retwrned Inst Monday, with his | could not see a man.
Bor- | weird spectacla of Invisibie forces,
on the French liner Lafayette, | qimness of overy one
dle wan one of the Arst civiliana o 828 | . piking feature.

G SIDELIGHTS ON

THE SUN, SUNDAY, JULY 80, 1916.

VAR

WA

AS SEEN

and the aeroplane, therefore, n very in-
| distinet target, but in 22 secondas the of- |
ficer in command had made his calcu-
| !ations as to height and speed, and the |

The ac-

IN the British drive north of the Somme, when Contalmaison was companying photograph is one of the first to arrive in this country,
taken, great numbers of German prisoners were caught.

showing the captured Teutons being escorted through the trenches.

[llm was oY, He showed me afterward »
book full of Agures, which enables him

|rapldly to make his estimates. The W
men never appear above ground except i .
at the ring of the bell, Only one man ]
is kept on the lookout Wi

From this battery we proceeded fur-!
ther to one of the forte on the west !Iilﬂ’
jof the river. Going with the vbserva-
tion ofMicer into his post, 1 had a view
lnf the whole battle front from the Dead
'Man far around to Vaux. Tt was n |
most awe inspiring sight. The Germans |
;\nn attacking towards Dead Mun, but/
I could not see their troops, as they
were bDelilnd the crest of the hill, but 1|
“could wee the flashes of the French gunsy
which were pouring out & perpetual hnil;
of rhot and shell Grent geysein of
|hllvk smoke, the explosions of the Ger-
man shells, would belch forth over the |
French posittons, and then gradually
fade away Into the air, ]

I'ne French guns were firing o rap- R
{dly that their echo against the hill- ¥
rides was ke a constant thunder, and
we
It seoems a curious,
The
| saw was
No one wan excited,
all seemed a matter of course, and
before the atupendous forces let loose
| the individual ix s, small un Atom that
all senee of personality seems lost,

Twe Men Wounded.

NMeturning by a communication trench,
In which apparently movement of troops
hiad bheen detected, we found it had been i
shellerdd just before we pussed through,

In aw article written for the London :lnd two men had been wounded 'l'hll‘-I I
1 “Chronicle,” Mv. Allen has the following |t9en xhells directed against it had all |
so 0 may of an attack the German troops Ifu'llﬂn to one gide, and only made great | °
«  ®made on (ha Frenck linca last month: |Dblotches in an adjoining feld. | &
ol l We got back to the citadel In time for .
_ Yerdun is alwmost ilescribable. The | ginner, and sut down for our meal in (8|
; town (txelf is built on slopes, descending safe recesses. However, before sitting

= '/t the river Meuse, and on {ta west bank
£ g ita famour citadel
B A natural hill, flat on top, it was con-

~ Wtructed as a fortress In the time of but of these not L
g  (ermans shelled the eltadel and (ta ap-!

= Vauban:; great powder chambers ha
“®een dug iInto its depths, and long gal-
o Aeries with openings on the hill side
e+ cofnected these chambers. It would
(" ‘seem as If the forethought of its anclent
¥ bullders had prepared it for the modern
1+ uUnderground warfare.

- R above from the river on bmhlkonu but (nmtead 1 wux taken into a
. - {@reat hall, in which were mented about
1 300 soldlers, and there, sure enough, was

o Banks ix a range of hills, known on the
.. east side as Belleville, Belrupt, Tavannes,
Beyond these, the famous
*Povaumont, Vaux und Les Eparges. On
the west side there Ia & corresponding
, ridge, known us Charny, the Fort de
Murre, and further another ridge on the
. famous Mort Homme and the Cote 304.

Rede With Cavalry.
1 left Bar-le-Duc in‘charge of the com-

« . /mandant of a famous cavalry regiment, |
whose permanent headquarters had been !

. at Verdun,

The thirty-seven miles of road to the
fortress ia a sight of continuous Interest.
It is one long fle of motor lorries, a
procession almost as dense as one would

seemed to go In flocks. Then lorries,

taking up the vast amounts of ammuni. ' Kreat batteries

tion which need to be supplied to the

Lomnivorous guns, and the food supplies' y.re godging in and out among one an-
» .mecessary to feed the great army which | other like 0 many swallows,
stands so valiantly against the terrific u:;lph-n was clear and the view unim- |

German onslaughts.

are seen. The villuges one
«~through are packed with troops, and In
the flelds one sees greant parks of horse
wagons or lorries, walting the time for
their employment., As one approaches

‘Verdun the nolse of the cannonading!hangara

In the automoblle in which we were | [ found that
~iqravelling we left the high road before | American boys

| the convoys which bring up supnlies.

crests  of Jand the Aghting going on about it,

Now and then an aeroplane hums itg | bered, withdrew, but not until one of the
way over your head. Troops of cavalry | Germans had come down.

. slx French machines attacked by about |

| & dozen Germans.
.. 30e in the strect of a great city. Th!}'l what distinctness one hears the m.‘u'hou

down, 1 went on top of the citadel to an
observation post te view the action
AgAin.  There had bean m number of
barracka buily on “the top of the citiulel,
much is left, as the
tproaches every night, seeking to reach

After our pleasant mmeal the uen--rll[
lasked me If I would come with him to
#ee the cinema, | thought he meant luf
[ come outside and see the flashes
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guns and the explosions of the shells in| e e g , 2 v e W T ey
the darkness, which make a fascinating [ 557 S R Mgl S SR E L R | o 0 P AR R W S . i

Phota by Centrel News Photo Service,

a real cinema, giving plctures of Verdun

“PRINCE OF PILOTS”
ONCE CAVALRYMAN

A soldler played on the pluno, and an-
other on a viel neello, and, as vhowing
the appreclation of the ordinary French
soldier for what Is fine in art and music,

shot had gona through his helmet and
graged the top of his head, another had
carried away the heel of his ©slipper
twenty-seven had struck the plane and
done various Kinda f damage, without
counting those in the engine,

the one or two classical pleces that he Nungeaser ix now well in the running

played were the most vigorously ap- for first place in the army alr champlon-

plauded. It was n strange contrast, this | ship.

ulet scene amidst the hellfite going «n - | . e

Sutaide. ' " EMEY Nungesser, Who Has  Been oapyg pAYLIGHT SAVING MYTH
The next morning, after making my . 3 " | §

adieus to the teneral and hiw staff for -‘“ard“d '\" thﬁ ‘l"""r-‘ | = dEas ey

their many kindnesses, 1 started out | Englishman Complains He Can't

with my cicerone, and we went up above .‘[i‘llllls. .\“l" Iiaring.

the town on the cast benk of the river,
While surveying the proceedings 1 |

heard the tac-tac-tac of machine gunas in |

the air, and looking up we raw flve or

WOUNDED MANY TIMES

It is strange with

Refuses to Stay in Hospital |
and Continues to Bring

Down Germans,
The at- !

guns in the air above the thunder of the |
We stood l:-elihunnd|
by the sight.

They were all fast Alers, and they

peded. The French machines, outnum- Special Carreapondence ts Tus Sow.

Panrg, July 17 —Nungesser, the latest
aviator to attain the rank of “Prince of
Pilots & a big, heavy man, fat faced

By a strange colncldence, when later | #™1 cumbersoma of build.
in the afternoon 1 had gone to n.ol He was a cavalryman in the Second

of the American aeroplane | Hussars when he started his career and
squadron attached to the French AFINY, | ¢ho war was not & month old befors he

it was the fight of the
that 1 had seen, the | AstinEuished himself, His squadron was

\

Fight of American Boys.

reaching the town, turned down and | Aight in which Thaw and Rockwell had | eut off and surrounded in the retreat

crossed the river to the east bank, and
_-under the protection of the first high
ridge above the town we mounted a
low crest, passing the barracks of the
cavalry regiment to which my com-
mandant had been attached a little out
of the town.
. The commandant was very anxious
to see what had happened to the salle
- &'honneur, the room in which trophies
) the regiment had been preserved.
a strange pece of good fortune,
Jportraits of ita colonels from the time
of the great Napoleon still hung on the
sWalls. Various battle flags and other
mementos were unharmed, much to the

-.E of the gullant soldier, who had had

there for so long. Nor had
library, full of technjcal and other
Jiterature, received any damage. Leav-
ruins, we deacended into the

town,

A Deserted Clty.

"/ There Is not an Inhabltant left In the
‘place—not one—a deserted city. The

only sign of life Is a soldier now amd

dhen going through some street on an

* errand or message, and one does not
linger long, as the Germana throw on an
average 350 shells a day Into the city,

The devastation is complete. Parts

of the town are but heaps of ruins.

In other parts the houses rear their

fronts, but gaping shell holes show that

bably little s left of their interior.|

t Is like Pompell—a dead elty, The fa-

1 mous hostelry of the Troia Maures, in
b which I had spent & night in 1913, had

had its front all blown In.

We crossed the bridge, which, so far,
st!ll stands and went up through the
2 town, on the east aide, to the citadel.
§ Leaving our motor car !n an embrasure,

#o that it would be protected as far as

poasible, although near by were the
, oharred remains of a motor car smashed
by a shell, we entered the famous cita-

I was recelved by the Gieneral in
" mand, and we spent an hour or so
ting the hidden recesses of this

: us fortress
vy, At noon I sat down to luncheon with
Wim and his officers In the great kitchen
.. /many metres under ground—a lunchenn
L o Ahat would have done credit to any chef,
. @nd the nelghboring hills of Cham-

' provided us with a beverage
% Was the cause of many toasts,
luucr;:inn 1 u;elnt oull with the
Genaral on his tour of inspection to some
the different positions,
. Pirst to some great gun batteries.
These batteries scemed to be scattered
about, somatimes in groups and some-
times single guns. Lut so conceuled that
untll you are upon them you do not
.realipe that they are there, unless some
ear splitting erack apprises you of thelr
immediate presence. As we passed nlong
their great volces could he heard In
front and behind one, to right and to

feft. They seemed to he scattered all
over the country. Their numbers must
: be infinite.

Few Chanees for Long Life,

We then proceeded to one of the
seroplane batteries. This was in an
| open plain near the river, as an uero-
; plane battery has to be entirely in the

ouen, in order to see Ita enemy, and 1
{ should think the chances for a long life
! for its servants must be slight. The
guns are painted with sebra-like colors
of mined low, green and black, which
peem to hide them from the ohmerva-
tion of the enemy's geroplanes, but it is
& precarious post,
{le there we heard the humming of
&n asroplane overhead, u bell rang, and,
ke @ats, the men, who were all hidden
fn their dugouts, jumped to thelr po-

I

been wounded—luckily rlmt nlrrltnuu!y- | from Charlerol.  The troop commander |

On my return to jar-le-Due, we | Arle ’
stopped on the way to see a section of | \\'u! Iying helpless, badly l\uumtrd.
our American ambulance, some few | Nungesser hore him to a shelter. Get-)
miles back of Verdun. Mostly univer- | ting a few stragglers together, he um-:
sity students, a number of Harvard men | pouhed a (lerman sialf automobile, killed
ameng them, they were camped on the | 1o gecupants, put his wounded officer in-
hillside, near a village, a plcturesque | gia. and taking the wheel set off on a
spot, with & little stream meandering | y 14 dash through the enemy's lines. The
through a ravine, and on the other slde | 1wy o powerful Mors and the way
a temporary hospital of wooden bure| x i coseer let her out and tore through
racks. They had been working all night | (o o i ie of Germans earned for him !
for the two previous nights, and most of | 0 et of “Dash to Death,”
them were sleeping In their cars, lying NUNEessEer WAS mal-u-ﬂtxﬂlll)’ promoted
on the stretchura provided for bringing | .., riermuster, awarded the Military
In the I'_nundlrd. Meda! and permanently appointed nrm)"

From there we:went on to the head-| .} .weur. He later handed in his resig-
quarters of lhi_ general "‘.Dmm'"d""" the | nation and declured that unless he was !
armies about Verdun. Unfortunately he | o inio tha fiying corps he would take |
was out; but as 1 mounted the stairs of | , place In the trenches, He already |
the bullding In which the headquarters| . ., o ioa license and after & week or |
were situated it secmed to me 1 saw two training was passed as ,good for
above me a familiar face, and, getting military aviation
nearer, 1 found it was an old friend—a ¥ i
man well known In America, the famous
engineer, Philippe Bunau-Varilla,
vhose efforts, together with the far-
ightedness of President Roomevelt, the
bullding of the Panama Canal Is due

He took us out to xce A camp of some

In Fifty-three Expeditions. |

Between April and August, 1815, he
took part In Afty-three bombharding ex-
peditions, three of which secured himI
fresh mention in despatches,  Return-
1,100 (lerman prisoners, most of them Ine from the last 'Iu- ‘u.anh-e_l a (.nrmnﬂ!
captured and brought (n from the fort | Albatross over Nancy, went .furl "
of Dousumont. They were being ax-|dcspite the handicap of his heavy, slow |
amined, cleansed and washed, This  machine, Insufficiently armed for lr!nu'lel
cleansing !s & very thorough process in | combat, and shot down the inyader,
order to kill all possible germs and in-| This achlevement hrought him tntn!
sa‘ts, and their clothing s thoruullﬂy.|'1'““]l‘|m'l“' e| ngnd :;t;mwa;'lru::(:n%:d;&t:;i

ected, ‘Thelr wooden barracks, crack chasing o ~—befc

2::“2],.'"“ and comfortable, and they|the Year 1[:' had heen made Chevaller |
appeared to me to be treated with great | "‘:‘f lhl“ Leglion "‘:h::"":‘::'-ln.ﬂuﬂ:::"‘I"y:::‘
conslderation. | Bue, howsver, v |
ked with mome of them in thelr | ©f machine,
m:l\!.:l!o‘:'un. which the officer in charge =Was picked up for dead with a f""“";l‘d |
allowed me to do, and they Beemed quite  kull a broken jaw, nearly all his ribs|
contented with their lot. They fall with | *mashed, the muscles of the lega torn
great avidity upon the food which s #way and aw bad a shaking up as any |
given them, especially the white bread, man could sustaln, i
as they do not get any In thelr own| Nungesser refused to accept the doc-
rations. tor's declalon that he was permanently |
Trlimnhlc-(l He declined to take thrﬂI

Lmonthe convalescence, the least he could
do, said the surgeons, if ever he wanted

Agaln we started down the long road to he of any use again,
to Bar-le-Due, lined, as always, with it®# |  But he fooled them, Almost l“‘ﬂ“"l|
great string of lorries, At Bar-le-Duc !l a machine, he soured aloft and didn't
1 had the honor to he received by €ien. | come down until he had accounted for a |
Petain, who commaunds the armies from | GGerman aeropline,

Rheims to beyond Verdun. After this he was allowed to have his |

The famous General, who was alown  wav—he could scarcely mm"
Colonel In the battle of the Marne, {8 owing to the necessity of binding up hls
the beau ideal of a French Genernl, A | juw; his head was swathed In ban-
tall, well knit frame, he impresses one | dages; he had to be lfted In and out
as A bundle of energy and nerve. You|of his asroplane, but he was & perfect
feel he s a man who could lead his|demon when he was aloft. He then
soldiers anywhere. becama a sub-lieutenant.

He seemed a modern type of such a
man as Gen, dalliffet, who led the Fighta dix Fokkers.
famous cavalry charge ul‘ Hedan. Itl This was at the end of Mareh and the
was while watching these chargers that |yepinning of April last. On April 25 he
the old Emperor William used the now | pqued single handed threa Fokkers,
fumous expression, “Oh! les braves|r,ught d wn one and gave the others
genn " o kevere mauling, A week later he was

Petain I8 the complement of Joffre. | ywooped down upon by a flotilla of six
You feel that the two make a perfict | pogkers, He had one down bafore they

combination, that no hasty decision or | ,u1d get his runge and then salled at

unthought out movement would ba made | ¢y1) wpeed right into the middle of the
by the calm moldler who presides over | giheps,
the destinles of the French army, no  They were unable to fire for fear of
matter what exigencies might oceur, but | yitting one an-ther, whereas he pounded
when a decislon was made for ac-|ihem hard until he hud not a shot left,
tion that no better right arm could be | Then Ly masterly alrmuanship he showed
employed to carry It out than the famous | them wu clean palr of heels. They were
Gen, Petaln, in such & state that they did not dare
He was Interesting in his comments | follow him, which was lucky, for he had
on this modern war—a vile warfare, a |pot gone a mile or two before his engine
war of canmon and hand grenades, ”l“;wvhl 11l to pleces. Heven balls had gone

Recelved by Gen. Petaln.

would temeh avery soldler to he althrough it and only a couple of eylinders
grenadier an® @ handle and throw gtill had any go In them, He had
these deadly weaponrs, It (s almost time [ droppead to under 8,000 feet and was

to relegate the rifle ta museums; they
are hardly of mu h more use than they
are on & battleship; but eof cannon pew

limping lamely as he crawled back over
the German trenches,
The storm of shells missed him all the

eannot have too many saane and he made home safely, Une

to | t

| do when the war s over.

Light Gas Before 10 I°. M.

Special Correspondence to Tur Sux,
LonpoN, July 17.—-The much vaunted
daylight saving measure, which has been
in effect in England for a month, has

not heen an unqualiied success, ac-
cording to a writer In the Dauly
Chronicle.

“Had we enjoyved the glorious wenther
we expect In June he says, “It might
have been different. for then
would have heen an Incentive to spend
the hour of twilight in the open air. As
it 14, it does seem to many of us to have
been somewhat of a faliure.  Whereas
It used to be dark at % o'clock and we

could light up and enjoy an hour or |

two's reading or writing, now the hour
before 10 is generally wasted,

“It is not dark enough at 9 o'clock
to light the lamps, vet too dark to do
anyvthing, so till 10 o'clock It I8 usually
a cama of idling about. Then we light
up and burn an hour's gas till 11, 8o
the hour's lighting which we were going
to sava I8 purely a myth, the only
result being that we get an hour's less
sleep.”’

WOMAN A GUNNER
IN RUSSIAN BATTERY

e

Says Being in Action Is Like
Seeing a Play Early
in Life.

I'eTROGRAD, July B.—A number of
women are known to be in Russian in-
fantry regiments and one has heen found
wearing a gunner's uniform and at-
tached to a fleld battery. Her hushand
18 In commund of the battery and allows
her to accompany it even into action, but
he will not put her on the rolls.

Bhe complained about this humorously
0 & Nove Vremya correspondent.
“Womaen are allowed to enlist only when
the ofMicera elther do not know or pre-
tend not to know that they are women,"”
she sald. "My husband refuseas to ‘look
the other way.'"

Nina Viadimirovna {s her name,
aerved first as a nursing sister and went
through her apprenticeship of danger
during the retreat from Oallcla. “Only
once #ince [ have been with the battery,”
she sald, “have 1 baen under such heavy
fire as 1 had to ko through then'

The officers and men of tha battery
say she has never shown any signe of
fear. bhe says that being In action Is

Bhe

almost cost him hia life. He | \ike seeing an exciting play early In|districts where they are emploved by the |

life, when one has just begun te go to
the theatre. “It makes my heart beat
fast,” she said. “P’erhaps that s fear;
I don't know. I don't know what 1 shall
It will ba ro
odd wearing skirta again and living at
ease In luxurious surroundings and hav-
ing nothing to do.”

ARMY MEN POOR AT PHONE.

—

Pollecemen, 7Toon, Bad Talkers—
Acotresses Prove HRest.

LoNpon, July 17.-—"The best speakers
on the telephone are actresses and the
worst are military officers and police-
men,"” a telephone operator s quoted
by the Daily Mail ar saying.

“Soldiers who are accustomed to glv-
ing orders, and pollcemen too,"” the op-
erator continued, “develop a way of
clipping thelr words, They also have a
Iot of 'blind spots’ In thelr volces; that
I8, they let the Intonation drop every
now and then, ®o that you have Lo
seize At fragments of words,

“Actresses have rich, musical volces,
no matter how high pitched they may
sound on the wire. This with a trained
enunciation makes them ideal telephone
speakers. It Is quite true that Ameri-
cans are ansler to understand than Eng-
lish people, because most of them talk
slowly, with a certain ‘sing song' In
their volces."

IRON CROSS FOR BISMARCK,

Gal-

Comunt Nichelag Monored for
Inntry in Action.

LoxpoN, July 17.-—Blsmarck's oldest
grandson, Count Nicholas Bismarck, has
received the Iron Cross of the PFirst
Class for gallantry in actlon during the
latest fighting In the eastern theatre,

Count Blsmarek enlisted In the Prus-
#lun Army as @ volunteer at the uge of
10 and @ now a Usutenant in the Lite

Guards. <

there |
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'PLAGUES OVERLAP
IN MESOPOTAMIA

Writer With British Troops
Deseribes Torments of Dust,
Heat and Flies.

'MALICE IN SKY AND SOIL

| Species of Mosquito Found
That Can Bite Through
Riding Breeches.

Special Correapondence to Tre Sun,

Loxpon, July 17.—That the Rritish
troops in Mesopotamia have been and
| are having a bad time of It 18 no secret
tin clubland, where letters from officers

ut there are freely clreulated. When
_the public learns the truth of this mis-
'managed and hopelessly bungled cam-
palgn It Is expected its Indignation will
( know no bounds,

Mesopotamia in May, aecording to Ed-
‘mund Candler, rivals Egypt-—and
one better the matter of plagues
“There !s no respite or truce in the
plague of Mesopotamia,” he writes, “and
the only normal thing in the country on
which one can count {s that the plasne
cycle {s unbroken and coutinuous, that
the plagues overlap. The plagues of
May are dust, heat, and flies; and the
greatest of these ju flies. The Hies in the
tents, dugouts and trenches, unless seen,
are unbellevable. To describe them ie
to hazard one's reputation for truth,

' You cannot eat without swallowing flles.
You wave your spoon of porridge in the
wir to shake them off ; you put your bis-
cult and bully beef In your pocket and
surreptitiously convey them in closed
‘fist to your mouth—but you swallow
fiies all the same. They settle In clouds
on everything,

in

Mosquitees Busy, Tee.

“As 1 write T cannot see the end of my
|pen, 1 overtook a squadron of cavalry

the other day, and in that state of seml- |

leoma in which the heat wraps one, ¥
thought they were wearing chain armor,
1 had walked my hor bes.de them same
minutes before I diseovered that what
lnoked like mall was the steely blue me-
| tallie mesh of flles,

YAt night the files disappear, and the
|mm-n|u!turn and sand flles relieve them,
completing the vicious eircle,  Mosquitoes
cure local, In many places you may be
epared them ultogether, but there are

gods  which plague ms aa the chlef
| geourge,  In one camp | struck a specles
which could bite through cord riding
Lreeches.

“It is & country of excess; nothing is
ever modernte.® There |la something ul-
s most Hiblical In the way the gods of
this ‘ancient land have conspired to pun-
Ish us. There i malice in the sky and
soll.  Malice of heat and drought; hun-
ger and*thirst; and files ; damp and cold
and mire; flood, hurricane and rain;
fever and ague, and malice Interwoven
In the web of clreumstance,

“In the Airat week of May an old cam-
palgner consoled us with the remark
that the flies would soon be dead. *“The
heat kills them,' he explained ; ‘frizgles
them up like wool In & Aame'—this by
way of consolation, when It was 105 de-
grees In the shade.

“‘What do you call really hot? 1
asked

“'Oh, about 112 degrees! In one's
tent, of course, |t goes up to anything.
The fl'es won't bhother you then.'

Thermometer at 180,

“In Indipn heat is tempered by houses,
One I8 armed against (it externally with
punkahs and cold baths, thick walls and
roof, and doors and windows that shut
It out—and internally by lce and cool
drinks. Spreading trees are planted by
the roadside, but In Mesopotamia, where
we are fighting, there is no shade—not
80 much A8 A llp.!e scragey date palin.

“The morning's work done, you |ie In
your tent with the flap npen and the
#ide fles lifted up and gasp through the
long duy waiting for the sun to go down.
Your only apparel is a sola topl or a wet
towel round your head. The thermomes
ter runs up to 130 degrees In a tent,
| where the temperature Ik, of course,
Imuch higher than the Government stand-
ard reading.

The Mesopotamian sun corrodes all
pride, It Is so corrosive of vanity that
the staft officer will ride abroad (n
his shirt slecves Innocent ¢of red tabs.

goes |

Hut one wears a sunguard over one's
helmet and & spine pad, for one can
gt sunsiruck here through the small
of one’'s back

“The persistent hot wind hetter
than  completa  stillness, though it
bounces off the ground and buffets you,
fiing.ing the sand and dust in vour face,
You eat sand, hreathe sand, lie in sand,
have sand in your ears and eves and

clothes  Sandfiies by night; flles by day
until they shrivel up: sand and suffoca-
tion Ly day and night

“There are other kinds of digcomfort, |

different kindas of heaf-—ths molst
ttopical heat of the wwamps of
Euphrates am! the Shat-al-Arab,
parched and desert heat of the
and Karun,

and

the

the

Tigris

|
Insectn a Torment.

“Each varlety has its attendant insects

and pecullar allments, which often take
the form of boils and eraptions. On the
Kurun you may be stricken with what
ally known as “dog rot the leg-
acy of some poisonous fly, The Hazdad
boll and Aleppo da%e ate other (1= of
| tha country of which one hears, though
‘I have not encountered them They
leava a permanent impression of Mexo-
potamia burnt Into you—a cieatrice for
| 1ife,

“I have just paid a visit to Ahwaz

jand the Persian oilflelds, reputed to be

the hottest spots In Asia There im
placa called Rahda, whe 1 spent a
night between the Tul-i-Khavvat aml

the Imam Riza ranges.
| luet August

In a tent here
tha thermometer never fell
helow 120 Jdegrees for thres duva and
nights, and it reached a maximum of
| 1i8 degreen.”

Thanks 1o a saving sensa of humor
and his native resiliency of mpirit, the
' British soldier s unbowed by these cli-
maiic buffeiings “He keeps his end
up” through all the plagues
potamia,

[A royal commission has heen ap-
rpointed sinca the above article was
written to investigate the Mesopotamia
campalgn )

RICH HARVEST OF FRUIT.

Germans Claim Big Crop in Sight
in Russian Territory.

LoxpoN, July 17.—A rich fruit har-
Ivegt tn the occupled  districts of Russia
| is looked for hy the Gierman authorities,
who have lssued an official statement in
| Berlin regurding this addition to Ger-
I many's food supply

This statement says:

“A rich harvest of fruit is expected
in the areas of Russia which are under
!Marshal von Hindenburg, and all meas-
ures have been taken in the adminlatra-
tive districts tg make full use of this
fruit harvest. A part of the frult will
probably be used In the area of occupa-
tion itself, while n great part of the
frult of all kinds will be taken away Into
Germany and used there. There will
therefore be a valuable addition to the
food supply of our people. The fruit is
to be delivered In wagons In the chief
market centres of Germany."

The QGerman authorities also announce
that ‘Il urrangements have been made
for the exportation of quantities of
geese from the occupled Russian terri-
tury to Germany early In the present
month and that on July 15 the organ-
‘lmed exportation of eggs will begin The
‘exgs Wil be marked with the eelling
price, which, according to present plans,
will he about 4 cents aplece to con-
sSumers,

The English nmnewspapers characterize
this taking of food from Russian Poland,
'for which mppeals are heing made to
the charitable of the world, as “spolla-
tion” and “theft.”

POULTRY FARMING FOR BLIND.

for Holdiers.

LonpoN, July 17.—Two of the occupa-
tlons which those In charge of teach-
| Ing trades to those blinded in the war
have found most suitable for ther
charges are massaging and poultry
farming.

Hir Arthur Pearson, In charge of the
work at Bt. Dunstan's, Regent's 'ark,
sald recently In an Interview:

“Massuge an an occupation Is ahout
the hest thing a blind man can take up.
He haa to go through A strenuous course
of trainlng and acqulre a knowledege of
ranatomy and physiology In addition to
the actual manipulative work.

*Those who take up market gardening
and poultry farming ave quite capahle
of doing the necessary work themselves.
The great difficulty 18 to And & man a
(cottnge and a bit of land within rea-
sonable distance of a market,

“In other Industriea our men have
acquired a akill that they ecan turn to
good mccount. ‘The instance of a boot-
maker occurs to me, Twelve months
uko his parents were distressed over his
condition, and wondered what would
become of him., He learned the trade
here, established himself In a riverslde
town some miles away, and from Janu-
ary 1 to May 31 earned an average uf
£1 98, 9d. & weel."”

$ir Arthur Pearson Tellas of Ald |
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TALES
OF SOMME FIGHTING

North Country Private Has
Thrilling Story of First
Advance.

GERMANS KILL WOUNDED

Prisoners Prove Treacherous
as Well as Hungry, Of-
ficers Report.

Special Correapondence to Tun Bcw.

LonpoN, July 17.—Speclal correspond-
ents have vied one with the other in
vivid descriptions of the Aighting In the
battles of the Somne and the Ancre, but
it hus been left to a private solider in &
North country regiment to tell the story |
of the launch of the allled offensive on
the western front in terms that go rlght
home. The language is that of the
people and it 1g the people who will best
appreciaty |t. Said he:

"“Aye, It were half past seven when
we started, sir. "Twas in a kind of a bit
wood, ye know, sir. The third line, like,
we wa¥; B and C company bein' afore
us, ye see; we could eee them movin' in
the open, like, past the wood: till the
fire caught 'em, an' they went down Iml
Erass. 1 was heside the Colonel in the!
front trench. 1 ecarried bombs, ye see.
The Colonel, he wag to go wl' the last
line, after us.

“Hut when he sees the second line cut
down that way, an' our time come—Oh,
damn! says he—just like that. —and he
ups an' over the parapet. ' 'me on, me
lnds,' he sajd—like that—an" just that
moment he was hit, and kind of stage,
gered, an' afore I could get tiil him, like,
he fell backward Into the trench again.

I doubt it killed him. But we had toi
g0, I had me bomba, We was singing
‘John I'eel' llke mad, all but two or

three near, who saw the Colonel, an'|
cheerin’ to ra'se the dead.

“1 ot a builet in me arm here directly |
I was on parapet, an' somehow it made |
me stumble, like, an' 1 fell. Hut I went!
on a¥ quick as T could, me havin' the
bombs, ye wee. Hut ye'd have wondered
to hear how loud our lads were singin’'
an' vheerin’ like at a football match,'
Aye, Uwar a pity 1 lost me rifle an'
bayonet an® me cap an' all when [ fell
then, Hut 1'd the bhombs, ye wsee. 1

' knew well we'd need the bombs,

| arm

No Trees Left Now,

“Wonderful thick them bullets flew, ta!
be sure. There's nae trees left there|
now I'm thinking. It was just past|
their first line I got this one in me hand. |
A Wit sore llke, that was, mgore'n the|
but not =0 very had bhut what 1/

| #ot on all right: till this third one got|

of Mego-un'

Ccouldn't erawl on them.

| much after,

|

me here, and 1 fell in a shell hole near!
by the mecond line The pity wan, IE
could ha' used me bombw, like, aye, I|
could from there. but 1 waw afeard o'
' our own lads. But Lance Core!
- , he touk ‘em on from me, an
n long while

Near along evening time 1 could wee
cur stretcher bearers comin' out behind,
an’ hoppin® back wi' a wounded mun
when they could, But themm Doches (s

dirty devils. They saw the stretchers,
an’ every time the bearers showed up
they tuwmmed 4 gun on 'em, an' they

swep' the ground very low to kill off the
wounded They got all our stretcher
bearers that way after a bit, juet one
after the other, as they tried to work.
They've no decency like, they Germans,
S0 1 just kind o' humped myself along,
as ye might say. Hut they fired when
they suw a move, an' then 1 got into a
trench, an' they couldn't see me crawl,

“1 came to where the dead lay blockin'
the way, an' [ didn't like to crawl on
top o' they. But ] saw they was Huns,
outside, ve see, the bullets come
oretty thick, so I crawled on ‘em till 1
found 1T was on one of our own lads. I
an' 1 got out
then I don't eeem to mind

"Twas after dark 1 got iIn,
an' the M. O at the dressin' station, he
saiid, ‘You're all right, lad,' he snld, like
thut ; an’ he give me a clgarette, Aye,
v @ stretcher Learer helped me out
through the wood,

“l peckon 'twas thelr wmachine guns
checked us, llke. But them behind us got
through with some of ours what was left,
Our boys s all right, ye ses, They're
not afeard o' the Boche——not at all"

again, an'

Nom=-Com's Technical Btery.

And so the talk goes on, the oddest
contrast in its way, from the bald, clean
cut narrative of an ex-Regular N, C, O,
a sergeant, who had been wounded, who
uses terse, orderly r om language, and
has the technical detall of the advance
plana abwolutely at his Anger ends:

“Men hehaved very well, oir: and, bar
the casugalties, we kept a very good, even
line, 1 thought We'd consolidated on
our objective well before dark, sir, Lut
the Boche machine gun fire was remark-
able zood, very zood shootin' indeed ft
was, #ir. 1 only got the one wound my-
self, left leg, sir, through the bone, but
without breaking it, 1 think, sir. The
Hun don't stand to the steel at all, sir;
don't like {t. But his machine gun prac-
tlce was remarkable good ™

Again, take this weene on hoard of one
of the hospital ships It {8 near mid-
night now—u group of wounded officers,
wilking cuses mostly, with one arm in a
sling or with hends bandaged, are chat-
ting before golng across the stage when
the train is ready for them. There are
not two whole juckets among a dozen of
them, nor any one garment innocent of
blood and mud Muny questions have
Lven put to them

MHerve are & few of the most typical re-

marks with which they sum up their
hinpressfons :

“Yes, there are plenty of casualties,
o the western front jou can't move

without casualties, We've always known
that,  But the point g the balance. The
e costdties are far heavier and far

ONDEN

gerious than ours,

“That's so, of course. | naw trepches
full of "em. You see, most of thelr chaps
knocked out were knocked out in one of |

three wavs . oupr artillery barrage, our !
Bovanets und bhombs, or as  prisoners.
Aud in either case that sort of casualty
really I8 Knocked ogt”

“Whereus ours,” ndds a wounded bat-
talion 1. A M, O ofMeer, “ure mostly
michine gun bullet cases and need not

have come to llighty at all but for our
winting to keep the teld ambulance and
vlearing stations ull free over the way.
They will mostly be duty fit In a week
U S0
No, no, by Jove, don't you gu stop-
ping our short leave, doctor, or we'll
strale the e out of you while your arm's
biv n sling.”

“Still, it's true enough, the proportion
of us with cican, slight wounds s amae-
fugly high, when you think what a hell
it was out there. 1 know. Isn't It ex-
traordinary how our chaps got through?
Everlasting puzzie to me—with the alr
falrly wtiff with nllets

“They took It like mother's milk—or
foothall, My fellows did actually wtart
out Kieking the eompany football, 1
never saw anvthing gamepe”

“Tull you where you can see Roches

advance aas steadily as our men, though

—

IDENTS

In & very different spirit, and
when there's a support line of |4 |
Guards behind ‘em, ns there w T
they counter attacked our bit |5,
of the wood. Do yvou know w

“Why, yes; that's eary. Wo Lad that
teo. The Prussians shoot ‘em dow n
rectly they waver, They whont
dosen on each side of a m
his hands up, and the oh
know (t."

“Ah. 1 supposs it's genernl thoy,
know I maw It with my own eyes 't

“Bit different from our men th...
then. 1 know our only tronhie
keeping our beggars back e
platoon men  were all scheming qr
dodging to get over with the fron: 1.
and in the amsault one Lad to e b,
Ing all the time to keep chaps La
bit."

“That was #0 all wlong the 1.«
think. When thelr blood's up they w,
think of cover or protection 1. i,
‘let's get at ‘em! with every ..
our chaps.”

“Well, it'a my third blg show, and 1.
long odds the best. I've never s
show before—not cven in Priceth e
days—where the Arranging and pre; ary
tion were a0 complete or whore o oy
one understood hir particular Jo
well"

"Oh, we've got lots more con
them presently, I te!l you. we
started yet. What's  that
train? Yes, I'm for London
Manchester. Well, cheero!"

Ho they file out to the train, waving
arms in ragged, blood splashie ! L0
sleeves,

at «
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Am Irishman's Verslon.

“You may say.” sald a man who was
with the Ulsters. “that our lot touk four
1ines of trenches 600 prisoners und a
nice few hed aitting rooms In the buise.
ment."" The speaker was a4 Lright eved
ruddy cheeked young man from the §el
fast district who had Just pencted
convalescent home He was telling
reporter his experiances In the hig pe

“The German officers had regular 1
derground boudolrs,” he went on,  “A:
though the trenches  were  knoows !
shapeless by our bombardment, the.a
dugouts in many places were hurdly
touched, Some of them were twenty.
fAve feet deep. ?

“I almost ‘tumbled into ona of ‘hem
I was working along the trench whe,
some earth gave way and 1 found my.
nelf In a deep hole with a siaircuse gt
straight down one pide. Theie wer
ihout eighteen or twenty steps. A1 th.
hottom T found a little room wih «
eamp bed In it and beside the Led a
writing table,

“There were notices written in (ies.
man round the walls, and shelves 1
been cut to take the offeers’ Loy
bottles and other things., Quite u |
from home, as you might say '

“These dugou's guve us a bit of 1r
ble. We saw Ge'mans come sw
out of some of them with muachine g
to take um in the rear. Hut 'f they u
refuges they were also sometines death
traps. I looked down [nto one and
was full of wounded and dying who
erawled there Thel:
feel bad.

“Vater! Vater! one man kept shout
ing. 1 had no water and could nnt s*n
—one is not allowed to stop even to he p
one's own wounded., 1 passcd ot alore
that there were wounded there, by
whether they were over got out 1 shal
never know,

*“The tGerman front trench was full of
dead. 1 did not see ¥0 many in the see
ond line, but in the third and fourth
lines of trenches the dead were also very
thick

“The fow men left in the two front
trevwches had no Aght 1eft in them. The
came up from their underground shelters
ho'ding  up  thelr hands and  erving
‘Mercy, kamarad! Mercy ! They wen
in a miserable condition,

“They had had no food for three duyvs
owing to our bombardment. Among «l
the prisoners only one had anv food
him that I could discover. He had sav
a stale crust of rye bread.

]
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Even Ate Muddy Riscuit.

“S8ome of our fellows gave the priso
ers biscuits, and they ate them e
ously. Ona wounded German crawled
away, and we could not think what b
wias after. It was a biscult one of ogr
men had dropped in a pool of vy
water. He ate it as though he Lad had
nothing for weeks.

“Some of the prisoners went down
their knees to our ofMcers and hogeel

them not to torture them ‘We w!
your slaves If you won't torture us’ ore
of them sald in EKnglish ‘We will 4o
anything : only give us food

“The man who msald this wis grav
haired and might have Leen 4+ or 00

wears old, But some of the p
taken with him were between 20 and °
und thete was one great fello
who stood € feet 3 inches
15 stone. It looked stupid to
giant lika this holding his hunds up

“Though the German prisoners
mbject, they are very trei
was standing near one group wh'ch was
supposed to have been digarmed whe:
one of them pulled a small revoluer out

of his sleeve and shot our captuin, who
wias speaking to him, point blank
“The bullet went through his cheel

and ope of the guards quicaly buyoneted
the German. That was just after we
had given some of these men food
what the prisoners sald it seems they
have been tuld #hat the Briush way '8
to torture all prisoners

“1 must say that some of the German

Prom

prisoners behaved yery well in g [ 4
ald to our wounded, and [ saw one s
man bandaging one of our men wien he

was under fire from his own guns

KITTENS DISPLACE LAP DOG6

—
Paris Actressen Carry Tahhics (o

Bols de Boulogne,

LonpoN, July 17 —The Parisicnzce #
forsuking her lap dog of pre-wo
unl taking te the kitten us n .
cording to the P'ar s correspor f
the Pall Mall Gagelte

Thae correspondent does not atie
say whether the change |8 due *n
timesr, to the doulled dog tax «
to an inexplicable whim of the
He mays!

“Actresses whose popularity f
clent to ghield them from th
of seeking a new form of perso!
vertisoment have latel i i
quenting.  The TMals de Bout
fashionahle parade hour witt !
ext of Ittle tabbies suipglo=
in thelr arms, or gatmbollng o .
round and ahout them

“After all, it may ha that t w
fashlon s merely another w .
testing against the latest W' L
Prefect of Police enncting that s
munst he muzzied i Parie a 1
string.” )
UNION CHIEFS ESCAPE WAR
Limited Number to He Vzempred

From Hritish Sersvice.

LoxsvoN, July 17 - A lLinited r
of trade union oMoials v
empled from military eeiviee
Chronicle says, under un o
which has been arvived at b

Parliamentary committes ol

Union Congress anl the
committee.

In the coming to th's agreess L
understoosd that the Goverroes "

mittes was influenced by the '
nature of the war work w )
unions are rendering to !

In Lendon the numbe:
plied for hy married ne, we
appeal for exemnption or ety
amounts to 24,000 in ul

It i not Known how noans s W
coma before the city trihunul ! !
numbaer is belleved tv be veiy 1
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